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With reference to the History of Work Accident Indemnity in Iowa, 
one can almost paraphrase Voltaire's celebrated remark about the Holy 
Roman Empire. It does deal with work accident indemnity, but it is 
not history and it has little more application to Iowa than to any of the 
other states. As a general treatise on the law and economics of work 
accident indemnity it appears to be a scholarly and valuable work. An 
abridgment of this work also is included in the volume of Applied 
History. The other studies in this volume deal with the Regulation of 
Urban Utilities; Primary Elections; Corrupt Practices Legislation; and 
Tax Administration. They are all studies in comparative legislation with 
special reference to the needs of Iowa. 

The most interesting part of this book to the student of history is the 
editor's introduction in which he sets forth his theory of " applied 
history " as " the latest chapter in the history of historical study ". The 
term is defined as " the use of the scientific knowledge of history and 
experience in efforts to solve present problems of human betterment ". 
For justification in his attempt to abolish the " fitting interval " between 
the studies of historians and the present day and to make history, not only 
enable us to understand the present, but guide our footsteps in the future, 
the author appeals to Robinson's New History. After reading the intro- 
duction one is somewhat disappointed to find that the articles do not 
belong to some new species of intellectual endeavor but are merely 
studies in economics or political science with occasional Teachings back 
into the past such as one is accustomed to find in such studies. 

The format of the volumes is excellent. They are printed in large 
type on good paper and substantially bound in buckram. Each is 
equipped with an elaborate analytical index. The notes and references 
have been grouped at the end, an arrangement which is most incon- 
venient for the reader. On the whole, the work done in these volumes 
was eminently worth doing and they give evidence of extensive research 
and careful scholarship. It is an open question, however, whether such 
work could not be done to better advantage by a legislative reference 
bureau, leaving the historical society to devote its undivided energies to 
the exploitation of the " past history " of the state. 

Solon J. Buck. 

Historia de los Archivos de Cuba. Por JoaquIn Llaverias, Capi- 
tan del Ejercito Libertador y Jefe de la Section de Gobierno y 
Correspondencia del Archivo Nacional. Prologo de F. de P. 
Coronado, Secretario de la Academia de la Historia de Cuba. 
(Havana: Imp. "La Universal" de Ruiz y Comp. 1912. Pp. 
xi, 382.) 

The mere bulk of great archival collections seems generally to deaden 
interest and chide initiative in their custodians, but to this rule Mr. 
Llaverias is an exception. Thirteen years in the archive he describes 
have evidently no whit chilled the ardor of his service. To one 
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acquainted with the heart-breaking difficulties under which he and his 
fellows have labored and who knows personally the whole-hearted 
devotion to that work of the author of this book the qualities it embodies 
of tenacity and enthusiasm call for appreciation before any other of its 
merits or demerits. 

The title of the book should read " administrative " or " external " 
history. It is mainly a record of the successive legal bases, the internal 
organization and personnel, the statistics of growth and depletion and of 
work accomplished — so many documents received in such a year from 
such an office : boxes, bundles, packages, or separate ; so many sacksfull 
burned; so many thousand expedientes indexed or legajos renumbered 
and reshelved. Most of these data can of course have no interest save 
for a very few students, but this permanent record is nevertheless desir- 
able. In so far as such statistics are really worthless one may reflect that 
even American university libraries waste their time to-day on like 
trivialities; and, besides, they are eminently characteristic of Spanish 
officialdom. If one calls to-day in the Archivo Historico Nacional in 
Madrid for one legajo or a thousand every call-slip goes to the Ministry 
for preservation and record! Some of Mr. Llaverias's minutest entries 
are really of great interest. Thus, remembering how some of Spain's 
proudest titular honors were cheapened in Cuba by sale and politics, one 
starts at the item of twenty-four boxes of letters-patent of King 
Amadeo's medal : time failed for the marketing of that particular lot of 
honors. Mr. Llaverias narrates also, in detail, the physical vicissitudes of 
the present Archivo General, and the lesser administrative collections 
that preceded it, in their successive homes. The story is a frightful in- 
dictment of the governments responsible. He vastly overestimates, how- 
ever, the difference he imagines to have existed in the relative treatment 
accorded the Peninsular and colonial archives (pp. 2, 121, 209). Both 
were equally the prey of a corrupt, disjointed, kaleidoscopic, lethargic, 
and benighted administration. But nothing in the colonial period ap- 
proaches in destructive barbarism the moving of the archive in 1906, with 
street-cleaners, chutes, and garbage carts, under the republic (pp. 
267-270). 

The data given respecting the destruction of documents considered 
worthless (pp. 32, 47, 58, 67-70, 93, 106, 197-198, 288; cf. 229, 244) 
explain the paucity in the archive, to-day, of eighteenth-century records, 
particularly of the eastern provinces and of an economic nature. The 
materials for the older history must be sought in Spain ; and there only 
little material is preserved. Odd remnants remain in Havana. Doubt- 
less much of this destruction was needless. The reviewer has utilized 
legajos of eighteenth-century financial records of Florida literally eaten 
into lacework by worms, and bound in a solid mass with their deposits • 
yet even such records will yield their data under patient inquiry. 

In the prologue to this book by Mr. Coronado, that gentleman credits 
Mr. Llaverias with things the latter neither accomplishes nor attempts. 
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He does not, namely, tell us what papers the archive now contains — 
save, indeed, as above indicated, and excepting a summary tabular state- 
ment (pp. 325-327; cf. 1 1 5-1 16 and chapter 25). For that information 
one must go to the Boletin del Archivo National (1902 to date) — 
the credit for initiating which is claimed by Mr. Llaverias (p. 246) — 
and to Mr. Perez's Guide (Washington, 1907). Neither is it true 
that the author " exhausts the subject " from 1538 onward. To the five 
pages that bring the narrative down to 1810 many other interesting 
details might have been added. Moreover, both Mr. Coronado and Mr. 
Llaverias lack precise information on two matters of primary importance ; 
namely, the great shipments of papers to Spain in 1888-1889 and 1898. 
As regards the latter (pp. x, 210) it is strange that the author should 
have overlooked the analysis of those papers given in the Revista de 
Archivos (Madrid, 1901, p. 826) ; and though he does cite the royal 
order that commanded their removal to the castle at Segovia, it remains to 
be added that only the military papers (about 3600 legajos out of a total 
of 5206 legajos, 928 printed volumes, and 635 manuscript books — partly 
of the Philippines and Porto Rico) were, in fact, eventually so disposed 
of. All the papers were piled for a time in the court of one of the 
•ministries in Madrid, where they were exposed to rain. Much, at least, 
of the portion now in the basement of the Archivo Historico Nacional 
is in horrible condition ; and presumably the same is true of the portion 
at Segovia. 

Of the 2341 legajos remitted in 1888-1889 Mr. Llaverias prints in full 
the official inventories (pp. 143-191, cf. 138-139 and 196). This ship- 
ment included 724 legajos organized as collections, specifically, of 
Louisiana, East Florida, West Florida, and New Orleans (respectively 
186, 211, 289, and 38 legajos), 119 relative to Santo Domingo, 256 relative 
to the continental colonies, 1230 relative to Cuba, and 12 unclassified. Of 
these last four groups, moreover, some hundreds of other legajos relate, 
in whole or in part, to Louisiana and the Floridas. It is extraordinary 
that Mr. Llaverias should not know, or state, that of most of the office 
archive of the captains general (1216 legajos) and of most of the West 
Florida collection, there exists in Havana an index (which should have 
accompanied the documents to Spain). Such defects in the account of 
matters so important compel doubts as to how far the book can be 
assumed to be either reliable or exhaustive in its lesser details. 

It should be added that Mr. Roscoe R. Hill has just completed an 
examination, for the Carnegie Institution, of most of those legajos 
remitted in 1888-1889 which concern the Floridas and Louisiana, in 
facilitation of which it was the reviewer's privilege to make known to the 
Institution the existence of the index above mentioned — and his report 
will supplant the brief (and misleading) references in Dr. Shepherd's 
Guide' (Washington, 1907, pp. 77-79). 

Specific references to Louisiana and Florida records occur on some 

forty pages, almost all of which can be located through the index, which 

is uncommonly satisfactory. _ _ _ 

Francis S. Philbrick. 



